
vii

Contents

Transmittal Letter iii

Membership Roster v

Executive Summary ix

Chapter 1. Commission’s Charge 1

Chapter 2. Summary of Commission’s Work in 2001 3

2.1 Introduction 3

2.2 Adequacy 5

2.3 Equity 37

2.4 Accountability and Excellence 39

2.5 Funding That Expires at the End of Fiscal 2003 42

2.6 Targeted Funding 42

2.7 Local Tax Restrictions/Education Effort 45

Chapter 3. The Commission’s Proposal to Enhance Maryland’s School Finance System 51

3.1 Introduction 51

3.2 Principles Reflected in the Commission’s Proposal 51

3.3 Fiscal Impact of the Commission’s Proposal 60

3.4 Local Funding 73

3.5 Linking Education Funding and Accountability 75

3.6 Restrictions on Funding 77

3.7 Locally Paid Retirement Costs 79

3.8 Enrollment Counts 79

3.9 Future Evaluation of the Adequacy of the Commission’s Proposal 80

3.10 School Facilities 81

3.11 Programs That Terminate at the End of Fiscal 2003 82

3.12 Baltimore City-State Partnership 84

Minority Statement 87

Individual Statements 93

Appendix 1. House Bill 10 / Chapter 601 (1999) 105

Appendix 2. First Reader Version of Senate Bill 719 (2001) 109

http://mlis.state.md.us/1999rs/billfile/hb0010.htm
http://mlis.state.md.us/2001rs/billfile/sb0719.htm


viii

Contents (Continued)

Appendix 3. Final Version of Senate Bill 719 (Chapter 420/2001) 127

Appendix 4. Commission’s Schedule for the 2001 Interim 146

Appendix 5. Agendas of Commission Meetings 148

Appendix 6. Minutes of Commission Meetings 159

Appendix 7. Notice to Interested Parties and Media Advisory dated August 10, 2001
(Regarding Public Hearings on September 10, 2001)                                             267

Appendix 8. Letter to Interested Parties and Media Advisory dated August 27, 2001
(Regarding Public Hearings on September 10, 2001)                                            270

Appendix 9. “Questions to be Addressed by Individuals Who Testify at the Public
Hearings of the Commission on Education Finance, Equity, and 
Excellence on September 10, 2001" 274

Appendix 10. “Testimony Received at the Five Regional Public Hearings 
Conducted by the Commission on Education Finance, Equity, 
and Excellence on September 10, 2001" 278

Appendix 11. Letter to Interested Parties and Media Advisory dated October 22, 2001
(Regarding Public Hearing on November 19, 2001) 320

Appendix 12. Letter dated October 18, 2001, from Dr. Alvin Thornton to 
the Governor and Presiding Officers 322

Appendix 13. Letter to Interested Parties and Media Advisory dated November 13, 2001
(Regarding Public Hearing on November 19, 2001) 325

Appendix 14. “DRAFT Report of the Commission on Education Finance, Equity, and
Excellence (November 9, 2001)” 328

Appendix 15. “Issues Raised by Speakers at the Public Hearing Held by the 
Commission on Education Finance, Equity, and Excellence on 
November 19, 2001, in Annapolis, Maryland” 346

Appendix 16. Letter dated November 26, 2001, from the Governor to
Dr. Alvin Thornton 352

Appendix 17. Letter dated December 4, 2001, from Dr. Alvin Thornton to 
the Governor 353

http://mlis.state.md.us/2001rs/billfile/sb0719.htm
http://mlis.state.md.us/other/education/2001_Revised_Work_Plan.pdf
http://mlis.state.md.us/other/education/index.htm#minutes_2001
http://mlis.state.md.us/other/education/091001_media_advisory.htm
http://mlis.state.md.us/other/education/questions.htm
http://mlis.state.md.us/other/education/2001_First_Draft_Final_Report.pdf



