Ch. 319

CHAPTER 319

(House Bill 1407)

AN ACT concerning

Birth Options Preservation Aet Study

of Nursing and the State Board of Physicians to conduct a joint study on a
requirement for a certain agreement between a certified nurse—midwife and a
licensed physician; requiring that the Boards collaborate with certain entities;
requiring that the study include a review of certain standards and determine
certain recommendations; requiring the Boards to report to certain committees
of the General Assembly on or before a certain date; and generally relating to

the-praetiee a study of nurse midwifery.
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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF

MARYLAND, That:

(a) The State Board of Nursing and the State Board of Physicians shall
conduct a joint study to determine whether there is an appropriate alternative written
protocol to replace the current requirement for a certified nurse-midwife to have a
signed written collaborative agreement with a licensed physician.

(b) The Boards shall conduct the study in collaboration with:

(1) The Obstetrical and Gynecologic Society of Maryland;

(2)  The Maryland Hospital Association; and

(3) The American College of Nurse—-Midwives, Maryland Chapter.

(c) The study shall include a review of requirements under Standard V of the
Standards for the Practice of Midwifery of the American College of Nurse—Midwives to

determine whether to incorporate its requirements into the State regulation of
certified nurse—midwives.

(d) The If a determination is made under subsection (a) of this section that
there is an appropriate alternative written protocol, then the study shall determine
include recommendations to replace the requirement for a signed written collaborative
agreement with an alternative written protocol that clarifies procedures for
consultation, collaboration, and referral between a certified nurse—midwife and a
licensed physician.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, on or before December 1,
2009, the State Board of Nursing and the State Board of Physicians shall report to the
Senate Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee and the House
Health and Government Operations Committee, in accordance with § 2-1246 of the
State Government Article, on the results and recommendations of the study.

SECTION 2- 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take
effect Oeteber1-2008 June 1, 2008.
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Approved by the Governor, April 24, 2008.



