State of Maryland
2008 Bond Bill Fact Sheet
1. Senate
LR #
Bill #

lr3312

sb0856

House
LR #

Bill #
hb1375

lr3058

2. Name of Project

Gwendolyn T. Britt Memorial Safe Passage
Emergency Shelter Expansion
House Bill Sponsors
Ivey
5. Requested Amount
$250,000

3. Senate Bill Sponsors
Miller
4. Jurisdiction (County or Baltimore City)
Prince George's County
6. Purpose of Bill
Authorizing the creation of a State Debt not to exceed $250,000, the proceeds to be used as a grant
to the Board of Directors of the Family Crisis Center of Prince George's County, Inc. for the
acquisition and renovation of transitional housing, located in Brentwood.

7. Matching Fund
Requirements:

Type:

Equal

The grantee shall provide and expend a matching fund

8. Special Provisions
Historical Easement
9. Contact Name and Title
Virginia Callis, President, Board of
Directors

X Non-Sectarian
Contact Phone

301-779-2100

Email Address

viscal@aol.com

10. Description and Purpose of Grantee Organization (Limit Length to Visible area)
The Family Crisis Center of Prince George's County, Inc. is a non-profit 501(c)3 human services
organization established in 1981 as a safe haven for women and children fleeing abuse in their
homes. Since that time the Center has expanded services to families plagued by domestic violence
through other programs such as: 24-hour crisis hotline intervention; Family Violence Intervention
Clinic; Bilingual Legal Advocacy; and Community Outreach. The Family Crisis Center is the
only domestic violence service provider in Prince George's County which addresses the needs of
the entire family with comprehensive wrap around services delivered by a team of highly skilled
and dedicated professionals.

11. Description and Purpose of Project (Limit Length to Visible area)

The Gwendolyn T. Britt Memorial Safe Passage Transitional Shelter project is for the acquisition
and renovation of a house that will be used as a transitional home for women and children needing
to vacate the domestic violence emergency short-term shelter. The Britt Memorial Transitional
Shelter is a two story, 3 bedroom house 6,672 SF, located on a 1.07 acre lot. The facility will
house up to three families for a period of time not to exceed 6 months. FCC Staff currently
employed at the Safe Passage Emergency Shelter will oversee operations-along with a trained cadre
of volunteers. The purpose of the Transitional Shelter is to provide additional time and space for
women and their small children who cannot continue to be provided emergency shelter-but have no
other housing options except to return to abuser or become homeless. While the domestic violence
emergency shelter provides immediate safety-a network of continued support and services must be
provided to help these families fully transition to a life safe from abuse. Housing is crucial-without
a safe, secure base from which to operate families cannot achieve stability.

Round all amounts to the nearest $1,000. The totals in Items 12 (Estimated Capital Costs) and 13 (Proposed Funding
Sources) must match. The proposed funding sources must not include the value of real property unless an equivalent
value is shown under Estimated Capital Costs.

12. Estimated Capital Costs
Acquisition

$360,000

Design

$15,000

Construction

$125,000

Equipment
Total

$500,000

13. Proposed Funding Sources – (List all funding sources and amounts.)

Amount

Source

$250,000

MD State 2008 Bond Bill
Prince George's Community Development Block Grant
DHCD Shelter and Transitional Housing Grant

$50,000
$200,000

Total

$500,000
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14. Project Schedule
Begin Design
Complete Design

Begin Construction

Complete Construction

Underway
15. Total Private Funds and
Pledges Raised as of
January 2008

16. Current Number of
People Served Annually at
Project Site

17. Number of People to be
Served Annually After the
Project is Complete

16 people
18. Other State Capital Grants to Recipients in Past 15 Years
Legislative Session
Purpose
Amount
Safe Passage Emergency Shelter Expansion and
2007
150,000
Renovation
2005

250,000 Safe Passage Emergency Shelter Expansion and Renovtion

19. Legal Name and Address of Grantee

Project Address (If Different)

FamilyCrisisCenter of Prince George's
County, Inc.
3601 Taylor Street
Brentwood MD 20722

Non-disclosed due to confidentiality policy

20. Legislative District in Which Project is Located
21. Legal Status of Grantee (Please Check one)
Local Govt.
For Profit
22. Grantee Legal Representative
Name:
McCollum & Associates, LLC
Phone: 301-864-6070
Address:

Non Profit
Federal
X
23. If Match Includes Real Property:
Has An Appraisal
Yes/No
Been Done?
If Yes, List Appraisal Dates and Value

P.P. Box 1717
7309 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 117
College Park, MD 20741-1717
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24. Impact of Project on Staffing and Operating Cost at Project Site
Current # of
Projected # of
Current Operating
Employees
Employees
Budget

Projected Operating
Budget

25. Ownership of Property (Info Requested by Treasurer's Office for bond issuance purposes)
A. Will the grantee own or lease (pick one) the property to be improved?
OWN
B. If owned, does the grantee plan to sell within 15 years?
N/A
C. Does the grantee intend to lease any portion of the property to others?
NO
D. If property is owned by grantee and any space is to be leased, provide the following:
Cost
Square
Lessee
Terms of
Covered by
Footage
Lease
Lease
Leased

N/A

E. If property is leased by grantee – Provide the following:
Length of
Name of Leaser
Lease
Sharon & Kevin Walker

1 year

26. Building Square Footage:
Current Space GSF
Space to Be Renovated GSF
New GSF
27. Year of Construction of Any Structures Proposed for
Renovation, Restoration or Conversion

Options to Renew
NO

1,672 sq
1,672 sq

1930
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28. Comments: (Limit Length to Visible area)
The Family Crisis Center's Safe Passage Emergency Shelter is under renovation and expansion,
from 20 beds to 55 beds. During the construction project it became necessary to move clients due
to unsafe living conditions for women and small children, i.e. the need to shut off water to repair
sprinkler system, the need to close off kitchen/dining area making meal preparation impossible, and
safety concerns regarding tools/equipment and machinery while the children are living in the
facility.
Due to these urgent needs, the Board of Directors approved a short term lease agreement for the
house immediately adjacent to the shelter facility. The short term lease was approved on the
condition that efforts would be made to purchase the facility that could be used-not only for
immediate emergency shelter-but the longer term need of a transitional house for women requiring
long-term support service (longer than 60 days) to achieve economic stability and independence.
These families would continue to be under the supervision of the FCC Staff.
The FCC's Safe Passage Emergency Shelter stay is normally limited to 30 to 60 days. When
families elect to stay in emergency shelter-rather than return to a life of abuse-other families
needing safe accommodations must be turned away due to space limitations. For the 2007 calendar
year (January-December), the FCC provided emergency safe shelter to 229 women and children-but
was forced to turn away 363 women and children needing shelter from domestic violence. Many
women and children leave home without sufficient official documentation to apply for and receive
needed support services for themselves and their children, and many of them have been dependent
from the abuser for financial support, and need assistance obtaining skills for viable employment.
Without longer time in counseling and support programs, women and their children (under 13
years) are forced to return to a home of abuse-or become homeless.
The need for affordable housing in Maryland in general, and Prince George's County,in specific, is
well documented. FCC case managers and counselors collaborate with many local transitional
housing programs and property management companies to assist families in securing long term and
sustainable housing. Women and children coming out of domestic violence crisis, who are still
vulnerable, need continued services to ensure successful, independent, and violence free lives.
***
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